
 
 

Leader’s Line by Don Freeman 

Greetings, 

I’m looking forward to seeing as many members 

as possible at what is our last meeting of the 

year. Remember that December is a bye to 

reduce conflicts for holiday travel. This will be 

my last meeting as your President, and several 

other officers are either leaving or switching 

duties. The really good news is that a long time, 

well known member volunteered to fill the 

president position, and I’m sure you’ll be as 

pleased as the rest of the board I and have 

been. 

In the wet line department, be prepared to 

share the highlights of your year so far at the 

next meeting. 

Best regards, 

Don Freeman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program by Jason Small 

This month Gary Marston from WDFW will be 

coming in to talk about Chum Salmon. He will 

be covering some how-to’s and the 

conservation issues these fish are facing. 

 

Gary is not only a fisheries biologist, but also a 

former guide, blogger and native trout 

enthusiast. To see some of his past works visit: 

http://www.nativetroutflyfishing.com/ 

http://dougroseflyfishing.com/blog/?p=619 

November 2012 Volume 12: Issue 11 

November General Meeting: 

November 20th 

 7:00PM 

North Olympia Fire Station 
5046 Boston Harbor Road NE 

Presentation by: Gary Marston from WDFW 

http://www.nativetroutflyfishing.com/
http://dougroseflyfishing.com/blog/?p=619
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Conservation by Gwill Ging 

The Washington Department of Fish and 

Wildlife (WDFW) is considering a rule change 

for 2013-2014 period that would change the 

current “catch and release” regulations for sea-

run cutthroat trout in the Quilcene River. The 

rule change would allow the harvest of up to 

two 14” or greater cutthroat trout per day from 

June through August 15th.  The WDFW believes 

there are enough cutthroat trout in the 

Quilcene River to allow harvest opportunities, 

based on their snorkel surveys. 

I personally think the rule change is a bad idea. 

Sea-run cutthroat trout are much too valuable 

to the recreational fishery to open it up to a 

“catch and kill” fishery.  It has taken many years 

to rebuild the abundance of sea-run cutthroat 

trout in Hood Canal and Puget Sound. Opening 

up a harvest fishery on sea run cutthroat trout 

is likely to drive the population back to its 

depressed levels because they are highly 

susceptible to being over fished. They are 

aggressive, and they school up.   

A “catch and kill” fishery will remove the larger 

fish, the most important segment for 

maintaining the population.  Larger fish are able 

to spawn in areas with larger substrate that are 

less prone to being washed out during floods. 

The large spawner should be protected, not 

harvested. If additional harvest opportunities 

are needed in the Quilcene area, a better 

option would be to plant more hatchery 

rainbow trout in nearby lakes, eg., Leland, Lords 

or Crocker Lakes.  

It is unclear whether the abundance of sea run 

cutthroat trout in the Quilcene River solely 

reflects the abundance of Quilcene fish, or also 

represents cutthroat from other watersheds 

that have entered the Quilicene River to feed 

on the summer-run chum eggs. I think it is likely 

that the sea run cutthroat observed in the 

Quilcene represent multiple populations, not 

just Quilcene fish.  

WDFW is putting the proposal out for public 

comment.  I hope you will join me in letting 

them know what you think. The following takes 

you to WDFW’s webpage for providing 

comments on the Quilcene River cutthroat 

trout rule change. 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/rule_prop

osals/comments/proposal.php?id=103 

 

Membership 

Please pay your dues and support the club. 

You can support the club in more ways than 

one! Board member positions are opening 

up for next year. It is a great opportunity to 

help out and get more out of the club. 

Remember to visit our website! 

www.southsoundflyfishers.org  

Do you know where this is? 

 

Come to the general meeting to find out. 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/rule_proposals/comments/proposal.php?id=103
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/rule_proposals/comments/proposal.php?id=103
http://www.southsoundflyfishers.org/
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2012 Officers, Directors & Committee Chairman 

President, Don Freeman (360)352-4451 
freemans5@comcast.net 
 
1st VP & Webmaster, Ryan Haseman (253)350-8039 
ryanh@southsoundflyfishers.org 
 
2nd VP & Programs, Jason Small (253)380-2583 
orangeradishphoto@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer, Mike Kelley (360)705-2502 
facilities@gloriadeiolympia.org 
 
Secretary Dave Field (360)352-0167 
D_W_FIELD@HOTMAIL.COM 
 
Education & Community Outreach Chuck Pfeil 
(360)481-5005 
chuckpfeil@comcast.net 
 
Conservation, Gwill Ging, (360)866-9116 
gwilljan@msn.com 
 
Raffle, John Sabo 
 
Web Site www.southsoundflyfishers.org 
SSFF Box 2792, Olympia WA 98507 
 
General Meetings 

When: 
The 3rd Tuesday of every month except December. 

Where: 
North Olympia Fire Station (Boston Harbor Fire 
Station) 
5046 Boston Harbor Road NE 

Time: 
6:15 PM Doors open, 6:30 P.M. Social Time 
7:00 – 9:00 P.M. Meeting and Program 
 
Board Meetings are held the first Tuesday of the 
month at 6:00PM at North Olympia Fire Station 
(Boston Harbor Fire Station). 
 
 
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 

 

Fly of the Month by Ryan Haseman 

Guinea and Gold “Chum” Spider 

Hook: Tiemco 206, Mustad 37160, Gamakatsu 

C12U, size 10  

Thread: Dark 

Body: Pink Edge Brite 

Tail: Golden pheasant crest 

Hackle: Golden pheasant crest, 3-4 turns. Pink 

Dyed Guinea, 1-2 turns 

Wing: Pink Crystal Flash, 3-6 strands 

 

 It was midday, but the fog was still resting on 

the water.  This late fall day was pretty typical 

for the Northwest. Gray, wet, the kind of day 

where it could be any hour. As I treaded across 

the matted grasses, careful not to step in the 

hidden channels carved out by the tide, I could 

see them. They were just under the surface, 

disturbing the water in that way old salty 

fishermen seem to be able to spot from a mile 

out. But these fish we not a mile out, they were 

close, just a few yards from the beach. I lay my 

cast out across their path and counted. My fly 

was light and small. The intermediate line 

carried my fly down and then came tight. 

This little scene was brought to you by Gary 

Oberbillig…sort of. At the October 2011 SSFF 

mailto:freemans5@comcast.net
mailto:ryanh@southsoundflyfishers.org
mailto:orangeradishphoto@gmail.com
mailto:facilities@gloriadeiolympia.org
mailto:D_W_FIELD@HOTMAIL.COM
mailto:chuckpfeil@comcast.net
mailto:gwilljan@msn.com
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general meeting the club had a tie-in. It was a 

chance for everyone to get together and tie 

flies, share ideas and tell stories. I took the 

chance to tie a few of my favorite Chum 

patterns. As I walked around after tying a 

couple Chum Candy, Gary Oberbillig’s vice 

caught my attention. Well, honestly it might 

have been his Dremel and peculiar way of de-

barbing a hook.  

Gary was tying a modified version of his Guinea 

and Gold Sea-Run Spider, a fly that Les Johnson 

published in his book, Fly-Fishing Coastal 

Cutthroat Trout. I handed him one of my Chum 

Candy in hopes he would do the same with 

what he was tying. Thankfully he did, what I 

nice guy! 

 A couple of weeks later I was on the water with 

Gary’s Guinea and Gold “Chum” Spider. The 

previously mentioned scene played out and a 

15 pound Chum buck was lying at my feet. As I 

sent him back on his way, I thought to myself, 

“gee, I would have never guessed that would 

have worked.” To me, the fly just doesn’t look 

like your typical Chum fly. But who am I to 

argue with results. In fact, I fished that pattern 

for the rest of the season. 

Instead of orange as in the book version, Gary 

uses a deep pink Guinea hackle and a pink Edge 

Brite for the body. Also, the fly is tied without 

dumbbell eyes.  I’m sure you could tie it with 

the eyes for certain situations, but I like my 

Chum flies to be light. I feel like a light fly is less 

likely to get lodged into the back of a fish.  

Edge Brite can be hard to come by. If you don’t 

know what it is, it is a semi-stretchy plastic film 

that collects light from its broad side and emits 

it from its edges. The edge of this stuff literally 

glows. It comes in sheets, and you can just cut 

strips off the sheet with a razor knife. Strips 

about 1/8” work well for this fly.  

Now is the time to tie a few of these beauties 

up and put them in front of fish.   

 

Education 
 
No Report… but don’t we learn just a little 
bit every day? 
 
 

Raffle and SSFF Garage Sale 
by John Sabo 
 
Thank you; to all the club members who have 

participated in the club’s monthly raffle, and to 

all of you who have donated raffle items or 

filled fly boxes.  The raffle’s income helps 

support the club’s conservation and education 

activities. We welcome donations, and 

encourage the fly-tying club members to ask me 

for an empty fly box to fill this winter for next 

years’ raffles. 

The club thanks all of you who have donated 

items for the club’s “garage sale”.  The club uses 

the income from our “garage sale” to fund its 

projects and activities.  We all have “stuff” in 

our basements and garages that we will 

probably never use, that would be prime 

candidates for our garage sale.  For example, 

we have a new St. Croix 6/7 weight Fly Rod for a 

suggested donation of $60. We also have SS Fly 

T-Shirts available for a suggested donation of 

only $10 (half price). 
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SSFF Dinner and Auction 

The club is planning to have a dinner and 

auction next November. I am now looking for a 

suitable venue and date.  We welcome any 

information or suggestions from our members. 

Early next year I’ll have sigh-up sheets for 

members who would like to participate.  We are 

looking forward to inviting our wives, husbands, 

partners, and guests for an enjoyable social 

evening, and raising some much needed funds 

for the club’s activities. – John Sabo 

 

 

A word from the NWYCFFA 

It’s not too early to start thinking about a 

candidate for The Academy for 2013.  Any 

boy or girl 12-16 is eligible to attend the 

Academy.  They have to write an essay 

explaining why they would like to attend 

and they will need a letter of 

recommendation from their school science 

teacher or school counselor. 

This experience is an invaluable life event 

for the youth that they will carry through 

their future lives.  No youth will be turned 

away because of money.  The event is 

sponsored by WCTU and WSCFFF and 

hosted by SSFF, PSFF and Oly TU.  So please 

give it a serious thought, would your boys 

and girls, grandkids, friends or neighbors be 

a candidate for The NW Youth Conservation 

and Fly Fishing Academy for 2013.  The 

Academy will be held the last week of June 

2013.  Mike Clancy, Co-Director  (We are 

now on Face Book)  

 

 

Married wing fly- Ryan Haseman 


