
 

April General Meeting: 

April 16th 

 7:00PM 

North Olympia Fire Station 
5046 Boston Harbor Road NE 

Presentation by:  

Jeff June on ghost nets  

 

Leader’s Line by Tom Bolender 

If you’re tired of sitting at home thinking about 
fishing it’s time to start making plans. Although 
there are a small number of lakes and rivers 
open year round, fishing season is upon us. The 
days are getting longer and the average daily 
temperatures are rising. The water is warming 
up and the fish are becoming more aggressive. 
On April 27th lowland lakes open. Are you 
ready? Do you have chironomids, damsel fly 
nymphs, dragon fly nymphs and wooly buggers. 
These are just a few of the early season staples 
you should have in your box. Also, don’t forget 
cripples, mosquitoes and water boatmen. 

WDFW has an aggressive stocking plan so 
hitting your favorite lake early in the season 
could end up meaning a lunker on the end of 
your line. If your partial to wild trout, make sure 
to join Ryan Haseman on what has become an 
annual club outing to Price Lake. Or, maybe 
lakes aren’t your thing. The Deschutes has been 
out of shape for most of the winter and while 
driving by today, April 8th, it looked like a 
chocolate milkshake. This too will be changing 
soon enough. The rains will subside and the 
upper river will be in great shape for a float or a 
day of hiking. You’ll find black caddis, blue 
winged olives and large sulfur duns as the 
weather warms. Not unlike the lakes, don’t 
forget your wooly buggers. Other rivers close to 
home include Nisqually, Tilton and the Cedar. 
All promising waters that open over the next 
few months. I personally am looking forward to 
a trip or two to Eastern Washington. At the fly 
fishing show in February I found out the best 
time to catch small mouth bass on the lower 
Yakima is right after the first frost. Rumor has it 
they’re larger than and just as plentiful as some 
more famous Oregon rivers. First frost is a long 
time from now but planning is the best way to 
make it happen. 

 

  

We’ve got a good start toward making our guru 
network a reality. Thanks to those of you who 
have completed your profiles and we’ll be 
looking forward to getting more as time goes 
on. I’ve created files with names, pictures and 
much of the information already received. Ryan 
will be working hard to get it on the website 
soon. It’ll be a great way to learn who to talk to 
about a spot you’re interested in trying out. Our 
lending library is getting closer to reality but a 
few concerns have made us decide to take a 
closer look at what will be offered through the 
club. I recently lent my pontoon boat to a friend 
and was asked what she could do to return the 
favor. I told her a membership to the club 
would be excellent. She’ll soon be a new 
member. 
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Program  

Jeff June is a chief scientist at Natural Resource 
Consultants. He plays a pivotal role as project 
manager for the Puget Sound Derelict Fishing 
Gear Removal Program. Jeff was also a chief 
research scientist with the National Marine 
Fisheries Service. Jeff will be coming to talk 
about his involvement with the “Ghost Net” 
removal program.  
 

Membership by J. Michelle Swope 

Well, as you may know, David Field has been 
studiously keeping track of our membership 
spread sheet.  He graciously scrubbed the data 
for us, and now we are pleased to announce 
our membership is up to 59. 

A good start to 2013, but I am hoping we can 
double that by years' end.  At our SSFF meeting 
this month, Jason Small will be detailing several 
opportunities to participate in local 
conservation events that we can be a part of. So 
what you ask?  Let me tell you!  

I am hoping Jason and I can have a 
representative (or two) from SSFF at EACH 
event, membership applications in hand, 
encouraging folks to join our club.  It will only 
be a few hours out of your Saturday or 
Sunday...and I will personally be awarding a 
prize to the individual who brings in the most 
members from these activities.   

Prize:  1 dozen flies of the winners choosing, 
tied by me.   

Interested?  Come to this month’s meeting for 
more information and to sign up to volunteer, 
and help us grow our club. 

See you at this month’s meeting, April 16th! 

Conservation  

Here in the south Puget Sound, we are 
fortunate to live amongst a fishery than many 
of us hold dear to our hearts, Sea-Run 

Cutthroat. Although we fisherman may have a 
long history with these wild fish, from a 
scientific standpoint, there is still a lot that we 
don’t know. The number of research papers 
about Sea-Run Cutthroat pales in comparison to 
other salmonids.  

This is a potential threat to the conservation of 
these fish and others in the south Puget Sound, 
because as we have learned all too well, what 
we don’t know CAN hurt them. 

 

A few members of SSFF have taken the initiative 
to help build the knowledge base. Jason Small 
and Ryan Haseman are working with WDFW to 
count cutthroat redds on various creeks in the 
south sound. After being trained on the survey 
protocol and redd identification, they have had 
some success in identifying new spawning 
areas. 

They are also helping to develop the WDFW 
new record/survey methods using Smartphones 
and ODK survey. So far it has been a very useful 
tool. 
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Jason has also been busy working with the 
Nisqually Reach Nature Center, WDFW, DNR 
and Puget Sound Corps.  Recently he attended a 
training in beach sampling and forage fish egg 
identification. They are getting ready to start 
looking for beaches within the Nisqually reach 
aquatic zone that have spawning sand lance and 
surf smelt. 

 

Mark your calendars!  

September 14th - SSFF will be arranging a 
Deschutes river clean-up.  

October 12th – SSFF will be arranging a Nisqually 
river clean-up. 

Other Events: 

The Washington Council conducts an annual Fly 
Fishing Fair in Ellensburg. This year’s event is 
scheduled for May 3 and 4th and is well worth 
attending. Fly tying and casting are major 
components of the fairs.  Seminars are offered 
on a wide range of fly fishing topics. Over the 
years SSFF fly tiers have participated in the fly 
tying demonstration and casting events. The 
Federation is the only organization that offers a 
Certified Casting Instructor program.  One of 
our own members , Chuck Tye,  is a graduate of 
the FFF certification program. If you join the 
Federation as an individual member you receive 

the “Flyfisher” magazine published by FFF. You 
can learn more about the great work of the 
Federation and the Fly Fishing Fair at :  
http://www.washingtoncouncilfff.org. 

Treasurer’s Creel by Dave Field 

If you have not yet paid your 2013 dues please 
bring a $30 check or cash to the April club 
meeting. If you can’t make the meeting just 
mail a check to: SSFF, PO Box 2792, Olympia 
98507-2792.   

 At the last board meeting it was decided that if 
both spouses are club members the $30 annual 
dues covers both members. The dues for new 
individual members remain at $35 and covers 
the cost of name tag, the club logo patch and 
welcome South Sound Finn. If both spouses are 
new members the dues are $40. The additional 
$10 pays for two name tags, two patches and 
two Flies.  

The club just paid our 2013 dues with the 
Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF). SSFF is a long 
time affiliate of FFF and several of our members 
have served in various posts of this organization 
over the years. Currently SSFF member Mike 
Clancy serves as the Governmental Affairs Chair 
of the Washington Council of FFF.  

Fundraising by John Sabo 

 
Raffle Report 
Thank you to all the members who have 
donated raffle items, and to all of you who 
participate in the raffle at each meeting.  We 
have empty fly boxes for the raffle that need to 
be filled.  See me in the back of the room at the 
next meeting, and I’ll give you one.  We also 
have SS Fly Fishers T-Shirts available for a 
suggested donation of only $10. 
 
South Sound Fly Fishers Dinner and Auction 
The club’s Potluck Dinner and Auction will be at 
the Evergreen Shores Beach Club on Black Lake 
on Saturday, November 16, 2013. We are 
looking for donations of “experiences and 
adventure” (fishing trips, vacation cabins, 

http://www.washingtoncouncilfff.org/
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gourmet dinners, etc.), and for club members 
who would like to be on the auction committee 
and support the club. If you would like to 
participate, please see me at the raffle table at 
the club meetings, or e-mail me at: 
chrisonquince@comcast.net.  

 
Fly of the Month by Ryan Haseman 

April 2013 

Mega GF 

 
 
Tube: Eumer medium tube 

Wing: Finn Raccoon 

Belly: Ice Wing Fiber, UV & Pearl Minnow Mix 

Hackle: Long Saddle Hackle 

Head: Eumer Monster Cone 

 
So much to do, so many places to fish! That’s 

what I love about the Northwest. Not only do 

our lakes and streams start to warm, the South 

Sound really kicks into gear. But wait, there’s 

more! Let’s not forget about the coast. Just about 

an hour’s drive west of here we open up another 

option to pursue more great game species. 

Specifically, I’m talking about rockfish and 

lingcod. 

 

I recently was invited to an outing on the coast 

targeting these species and had a blast. I don’t 

pretend to be an expert at this sort of fishing 

what so ever, I would however like to share with 

you the fly that I found successful. I call it the 

Mega GF. 

 

I have written about the “guide fly” before, as I 

regularly use it in the sound for cutthroat. The 

unique feature on these flies is the monster cone 

on the front that creates turbulence and wiggles 

the fur strip behind it.  

 

When I tie these for the South Sound, I generally 

keep these flies around 1.5 to 2 inches long and 

use rabbit zonker strips which are much thinner 

than Finn Raccoon. Also, the original GF 

doesn’t have any underbelly. 

 

My Mega GF is tied with an underbelly and 

Finnish Raccoon. This helps bulk up the profile 

without adding a ton of material. The Finn 

Raccoon fibers are so long you can tie a 5 inch 

fly with only a 1 inch piece of hide. I think 5 

inches is probably the max length for the 

medium sized monster cone, any larger and it 

may be too small.  

 

I fished this with an outbound type 8 sinking 

line with a count down and retrieve strategy. Tie 

these in a variety of colors. I had great luck with 

a white wing and red hackle.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Do you know where this is? Wanna go this month? 

Come to the outing! 

mailto:chrisonquince@comcast.net
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NW YOUTH CONSERVATION & FLY FISHING 
ACADEMY 

The deadline for the 2013 Academy is closing in – 
April 15, 2013 is the deadline for the Academy.  
Those that apply and are accepted, will be notified 
by the middle of May.  The Academy this year is 
again the last week of June 23-29, 2013.  The 
Academy is held on Hicks Lake in Lacey, WA.  
Applicants need to write an essay explaining  why 
they would like to attend. They also will need a letter 
of recommendation from their school counselor or 
science teacher.   The applicant, boy or girl, 12-16, 
should not be 17 at the start of the Academy.  Cost is 
$275 and there are sponsorships available.  No one 
will be turned away because of lack of money. 

The support from the fly fishing community again 
this year is nothing short of spectacular.  
Applications are coming from all over the State.  In 
the past years, we have been supported by over 50 
volunteers each year.  We  will need volunteers 
again this year are guides to take the kids fishing in 
the morning and evenings.  We will be fishing the 
Nisqually Ponds and the Deschutes Rivers in 
Thurston County.  The Academy has a Facebook 
page loaded with pictures from past years and our 
website www.nwycffa@comcast.net.  You may 
download the application off the website or call 
Mike Clancy @253-278-0061 or Jim Brosio @ 360-
943-9947. 

The Academy will be a life experience for these 
youth, they are the future of our sport of fly fishing 

 

 

 

 

Spring Outing @ Price Lake 

 

 

We are holding an outing at Price Lake on the 

last Saturday of April. (that’s April 27th) 

This outing has become a bit of a tradition for us 

at South Sound Fly Fishers. The last two times 

we have done this outing, we all had outstanding 

times. 

The plan is the same as before. If you would like 

to come, sign up at the general meeting on 

Tuesday, or email Ryan at 

ryanh@southsoundflyfishers.org 

Even if you decide to come spur of the moment 

that’s okay too. We will all meet up in Hoodsport 

at the Hoodsport Grocery store. We will need to 

park a few cars on the South side of the store, 

and car pool up because there is limited space 

up by the lake. This lake is only fishable by a 

floating device such as a pontoon boat, float 

tube or small lightweight car topper boat. It is a 

bit of a hike into the lake so make sure it is light 

enough to carry. 

For more info on the lake and how to fish it, here 

are a few references: 

 

Price Lake Takle, Bugs & Misc – By Mel Hurd 

Deer Hair Dragon – By Ryan Haseman 

Marabou Damsel- By Ryan Haseman 

http://www.nwycffa@comcast.net/
mailto:ryanh@southsoundflyfishers.org
http://southsoundflyfishers.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/PRICE-LAKE-by-Mel-Hurd.pdf
http://southsoundflyfishers.org/flymarch2010.pdf
http://southsoundflyfishers.org/flymarch2011.pdf

