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LEADER’S LINE     By President Randy Allen

 

June already! The month with the longest daylight hours in the year – translation: more 
daylight to fish. Soon the days get shorter…fish now - it won’t get any better!  

And, this month I’m asking for your help organizing our outings. 

We miss you fishing with us! So far our outings have had limited attendance. We’re actually 
a nice bunch of folks who like to help other like-minded folks to enjoy our sport. Me? I need 
all the help I can get on lake outings. I talk to our lake experts on the outings! 

COVID. ‘Nuff said. We each have our own comfort level about being around others. We’ve 
been cautioned to hunker down, work from home, don’t gather… Our sport lets us fish alone 
from our boats or floatation devices, or we can distance ourselves on the streamside. 
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Page 10 2021 Club Outings have 
been updated.  Check it out to 
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Page 4   The June 15th meeting 
will feature the program “Fly 
Fishing Lakes” presented by 
author, flyfisherman and 
photographer Rick Hafele.   



So, we need your help.  
We need to hear from you if you are interested in an Outing. And we want especially you 
new members to fish with us. Just contact us about the outing. 

Like the bumper sticker says, “Stuff happens.” At least I think that’s what it said. A member 
related a story about one of our past lake trips. The week before the outing NOAA began 
forecasting serious wind. A few dedicated fishers did go, and the wind degraded to miserable 
on the water. Fortunately one of our members fished from his ski boat. And those with 
pontoon boats were glad he had the horsepower to tow them against the headwind to get 
back to the dock. (Would we have rescheduled that outing knowing the possibilities?) 

The point of my long-winded story involves contacting the “ghillie” before an outing. (The 
ghillie is our outing leader.) When you contact us the ghillie will know who plans to attend, 
and you will get answers to your questions. Where and when? What flies? Floating or sinking 
line? Whose boat has room for one more? It’s also about the ghillie being able to contact the 
fishers planning to go, if needs arise, such as weather, or an emergency fishery closure. If 
you were an outing ghillie with a ton of honey-do’s at home and no one expressed interest, 
would you go anyway? (…Happy wife, happy life! Just sayin’…)  

I led off asking for your help.  
Please contact the ghillie if you are curious, certain, or just somewhere in between about 
going on an outing. This is the best way you can help. There’s no foul, no flag will be tossed 
if stuff happens to derail your plans. But we’d sure like to know - is everyone accounted for 
to start fishing? Is Bob running late because he went back home to retrieve the boots or rod 
he forgot? 

And if you have a suggestion for an outing please let any of us know. Your ideas are just as 
good as ours. (Probably better!) We’ll do our best to schedule your fishery idea.  

We’ll look for your emails – then we’ll see you on the outings! 

Stay well! 
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Eastern Washington Lake Fishing 

                                       Photos  ® Howard Nanto 
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Programs  Gene Rivers, Programs Chair

    June SSFF Program 

“Fly Fishing Lakes” 

Presented by Rick Hafele 

Our June program is presented by well-known author, flyfisherman, and photographer, Rick 
Hafele. The title of his program is "Fly Fishing Lakes.” 

Come join us on Tuesday, June 15 at 7:00pm for a Zoom presentation by master fly fisher     
Rick Hafele. 

Lakes fish to the beat of a 
different drum, and this show 
will help you understand their 
rhythms. It covers the 
hatches, fly patterns, and 
tactics needed for success on 
lakes. You will be a better fly 
fisher after Rick explains some 
of the secrets to effectively 
fishing our Northwest lakes. 

An Eastern Washington Lake  Photo  ® Howard Nanto 
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Business  Jim Maus, Club Treasurer 

Treasurer’s Report – 2021 Dues are Due! 

Hi everyone. Thank you for continuing to support SSFF. I hope you and your families are safe 
and well. With the number of vaccinations finally starting to ramp up I’m optimistic that we 
will soon begin seeing light at the end of the dark COVID-19 tunnel. 

If you haven’t already done so, please pay your 2021 dues as soon as possible. Dues for 2021 
are $40.00 for returning members. There are two convenient ways to pay: 

1.  You can make your Dues payment by Check. Please mail the check to: 

Sound Fly Fishers 
PO Box 2792 
Olympia, WA 98507 

2.  You can make your Dues payment using PayPal or a debit/credit card. Please use the link 
below: 

h#ps://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_bu#on_id=NRE77ZFCKLF32 
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2020 Financial Audit 

In accordance with the By Laws an internal audit was performed on the Club’s 2020 books of 
account. 

The Audit Committee found the December 31, 2020 year-end reporting was an accurate 
report of SSFF’s financial position at the end of the fiscal year 2020. Samples of numerous 
reports were verified with the Club’s bank statements. The underlying records of account 
were accurate and evidenced due care and attention to detail in their preparation.  

The Auditing Committee members were Past Treasurer Dave Field, Webmaster Vic Andrade, 
and President Randy Allen. Treasurer, Jim Maus, attended to demonstrate his record keeping 
and reports and to answer questions. 

The audit committee and Club wish to thank Treasurer Jim Maus for his ongoing diligence, 
accurate record keeping, and participation in this review. He is well-organized and presents 
timely and accurate reports to the Board for their monthly reviews. 

If you have any questions, please contact anyone on the audit committee or the Treasurer. 

 

Eastern Washington Lake Trout                      Photo  ® Howard Nanto 
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 State Council FFI Government Affairs 
 Mike Clancy, Chair 

 

FFI Press Release – Tom Logan, Chairman, FFI Conservation announced that the FFI along 
with our conservation partners, TU and others, are going to endorse Mike Simpson’s proposal 
to remove the four dams on the Snake River.  It has been stated if the dams are removed we 
don’t know if the salmon and steelhead fishery will recover, but if the dams are not removed 
the fishery will definitely go away.  We have now joined our partners in asking the NW 
Congressional Delegation to endorse the proposal and why.  Congressman Earl Blumenauer 
from Oregon has now joined Congressman Mike Simpson in this effort. 

NW Youth Conservation and Fly Fishing Academy – As we all know, we have not been able 
to conduct The Academy for the past two years.  However; Jim and I along with the new 
Co-Directors will be conducting the June, 2022 event on June 19-25th at Gwinwood Christian 
Center on Hicks Lake in Lacey, WA.  This will be Jim's and my last Academy.  But we will be 
there for their future support.  Jim has been involved from the very beginning; we assumed 
The Academy in 2004, 16 years ago.  At that time Jim and I decided we would give it a try.  I 
think it worked.  We will accept applications for 2022 starting January 2022.  For 2022 only 
we will accept applicants 12-17 years old.  We have applications in house where the 
applicants are now 17.  For 2023 we will go back to 12-16 years old.   
Some of the rewards I have experienced with the alumni - I remain friends with many on 
Facebook.  Some are now married; many are in college or have graduated.  One in particular 
graduated from an East Coast university and is now working for a popular internet type 
company on the East Coast.  Another young man is a concert pianist and has won many 
awards for his talent.  I remember one year one of the students had never before touched a 
fly rod; he won the casting contest that year.  Many are incredible fly fishers, crabbers, 
shrimpers, etc. And some are gear fishers. In the 16 years we have been able to conduct the 
event we have graduated 320 plus participants.  And Jim and I are blessed with a dedicated, 
incredible staff.  The support from the fly fishing community has been nothing but 
spectacular.  

We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can always build our youth for 
the future.  FDR 
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Pebble Mine – Folks I hope you never get tired of reading and listening about the Pebble 
mine.  This mine is in the wrong place, period.  The goal now by conservation organizations 
is to permanently put a total denial on Pebble or any other mine that threatens the Bristol 
Bay fishery.   
After conducting research I don’t think that is possible.  If the Biden administration put a 
total ban on Pebble, what keeps a following administration from lifting the ban?  The reason 
I say this is that I witnessed a zoom meeting with an organization – The Center for American 
Progress.  The subject was how we all preserve the crown jewel of Bristol Bay fishery.  Many 
remarks I highlighted are the threat of global warming, warming waters, and climate 
change.  I recommend for you to learn the whole story on the remarks made on this zoom 
meeting. Go to  www.Americanprogress.com and watch “The need for permanent 
protections for Alaska’s Bristol Bay.”  There are four participants: the moderator, a native 
fishing boat owner from Dillingham, an Alaska Native woman, and a mine engineer.  All are 
very well spoken.  If you are interested in saving Bristol Bay fishery, please go to this 
website. 

A Munn Lake Trout 

Photo ® Justin Fordice

8

http://www.Americanprogress.com


Education Randy Allen, Chair 

  

Are you new to fly fishing? Many seek the SSFF to learn to fly fish or to improve their skills. 
New fly fishers accelerate their learning curves by joining a club and attending qualified 
classes.  

Of course COVID-19 benched your skilled instructors. We’ll post more details as we open up 
following guidance from the Department of Health. 

SSFF offers three formal classes. 

Introduction to Fly Fishing taught in spring, five weeks, once per week. After this course 
you’ll understand what you gear you’ll need like rods, reels, lines, waders and boots, 
floatation devices for still-water fishing. We cover locating fish in rivers, lakes, and the salt 
water, and discuss local fish species you’ll encounter. We also study the flies you’ll use in our 
section on entomology. 

Fly Casting taught spring-early summer, seven weeks, once per week. This class is for 
single-handed rod casting, not spey rods. Through this course you will cast a fly line for 
different situations including the wind. You’ll also experience how to overcome the effects 
of moving river water upon your line. 

Introduction to Fly Tying taught in the fall – winter, six weeks, once per week. Students tie 
a new fly each week. As homework students tie that fly at home and bring their work to the 
next class. The instructor-to-student ratio ensures students receive a lot of individual 
attention. We teach a variety of flies useful anywhere including nymphs, streamers, and dry 
flies. After completing the course students’ skills can be applied to other flies similar to 
those taught. 

Please contact me with questions; my email is on the last page of the newsletter. 

Thanks for your patience as we all navigate COVID-19. 
Wash your hands, wear a mask, and maintain your distance in parking lots and streamside! 

Randy Allen 
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Outings  

SSFF 2021 OUTINGS 

For 2021 President Randy Allen has appointed the Board of Directors as the 
OuTngs commi#ee.  Suggest any ouTngs to Randy or any board members. 
Emails are on the last page of the newsle#er. 

DirecTons to all fishing ouTngs can be found on the WDFW website if you are not 
familiar with a parTcular lake, stream, saltwater park or other ouTng locaTon.  The 
ghillies email contact info is on the last page of the newsle#er if you have quesTons 
about a specific ouTng. 

June 
6/12 Saturday Lake Nahwatzel  
The lake is about 11 miles west of Hwy 101 on Shelton-Matlock road. The lake is open 
year-round for fishing, and is stocked each spring and fall with larger rainbow trout. June 
is a good month for rainbow trout and resident cu#hroat. Boat or other floataTon 
recommended. Shore fishing is limited to area around boat launch. 
Wayne Dixon is our ghilie at 360-701-7423, wkdixon@gmail.com.  
Meet-up at 8:00 AM at the Haggen’s market, Olympia. Exit US101 at Black Lake Blvd. 
Haggen’s is at the corner of Cooper Point Rd and Black Lake Blvd.  
Please contact Wayne if you are interested in aEending.  

6/20-22 Sunday, Monday & Tuesday. Leech Lake, located at top of White Pass. Gene 
Rivers is Ghillie. Come for one day or camp out and stay for 1, 2 or 3 days.  Fabulous 
fishing for brook trout and large rainbows.  Some shore fishing but watercrah needed to 
really fish this lake.  Some good dry fly fishing when a hatch is on but nymphing is also 
very effecTve. Club meeTng is Tuesday June 22, so be aware of that. 
Please email Gene if you plan to go on the Leech lake OuLng. 

July 
7/10 Saturday Burfoot Park, 11:30 am in parking area. Low Tde -2.2 h at 12:50 pm. High 
Tde 14.9 h at 8:30 pm. This is a good local desTnaTon for Searun Cu#hroat Trout.  
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7/24 Saturday Skookumchuck River. Fine fishing for rainbow trout, some cu#hroats. No 
floataTon; this is a small stream fished from streamside and wading. You’ll want waders 
and appropriate boots to cross the river to fish the opposite banks. 

August  
8/7 Saturday Evergreen State College Beach 
10:30 am. Low Tde -1.6 h at 11:50 am. High Tde 14.5 h at 7:20 pm. This is a good local 
desTnaTon for Searun Cu#hroat Trout. 

8/28 Saturday North Fork Skokomish River, Olympic NaTonal Park – Meet at Staircase 
Campground parking area. Good fishing for trout. This stream is fishable from shore or 
wading.  No floataTon. The park’s fishing season is June 1 – September 15 when fishing 
closes in the river water above Lake Cushman. 

September 
9/9 Thursday Blue Creek / Cowlitz River More details to follow.  Date subject to change 
depending upon return of searun cu#hroat trout. 

Second trip TBD. 

October 
10/9 Saturday Lake Kokanee, also known as Lower Lake Cushman. A 150-acre reservoir 
on the North Fork of the Skokomish River in Mason County, Washington. The lake is 
stocked to coincide with summer holidays with larger catchable-size (11"-13") rainbow 
trout and again in the fall with good numbers of larger rainbow trout to provide a fishery 
through the winter. Its deepest is 480 feet. The lake is fishable by boat but has limited 
shore access at the boat launch.   

Second trip TBD. 

November 
Date TBD. Hoodsport Hatchery. This is combat fishing for chum salmon. WDFW is 
reporTng low predicted chum return in 2021. Details to follow.  This is if you don’t know 
be#er places to fish for chum when the Fall run comes in but there are be#er and easier 
to reach locaTons. 
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December 
12/10 Friday Twanoh State Park on Hood Canal 
WDFW Big Fjord Project. 10 club members will fish with WDFW biologists and Hood 
Canal Salmon Enhancement Group.  All slots are currently filled but if any vacancies 
open up club members will be noTfied. 

A fine catch by Vic Andrade from a recent club outing at Long Lake. Photo  ® Vic Andrade
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SeaRun Cutthroat Fishing Mike Clancy, Director  

Greetings Fly Fishers: 

Here is a book on fishing for one of the most iconic fish in Puget 
Sound: 
“FLY FISHING FOR SEARUN CUTTHROAT IN SOUTH PUGET SOUND” 

Mel Hurd, past President and a longtime member of SSFF, is the author of this incredible 
booklet. Mel originally wrote the booklet in 1993 and revised it in 2006. The 20 page booklet 
is one of the most informative references for the South Sound area with locations, tactics, 
etc. This booklet comes highly recommended by many members of our club who have had 
success by following Mel’s tips. 

It is a wonderful booklet referencing everything you can think of regarding “FLY FISHING FOR 
SEARUN CUTTHROAT IN SOUTH PUGET SOUND.” It’s very informative and an easy read.  
Fishing the salt is great in our area, and there are references to areas for easy access for 
fishing for searuns, plus recommendations on equipment and fishing techniques. 

With Mel’s permission SSFF is offering his booklet to interested members and non-members. 
We are asking for a minimum donation of $10 which includes shipping via U.S. Mail (U.S. 
addresses only). All proceeds go into our Conservation donation fund. Some members have 
donated more than the minimum. For your extra donations we thank you! 

Either send a check to Jim Maus Treasurer SSFF PO Box 2792, Olympia WA 98507  
or use PayPal/credit card/debit card: 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=GYWE6RQWY2CF4 
As soon as Jim receives your donation he will notify me with your address, and I will get the 
booklet to you. 

If you pay electronically you will receive your booklet sooner than sending 
your check to the PO Box. 
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Reminiscences Submitted by Kevin Angevine 

A good friend, Wes Bigney, wrote these reminiscences. I became good friends with Wes  
while teaching fly tying at New Mexico Trout. In his youth Wes fished the Cape Cod area of 
Massachusetts while his dad owned an Orvis fly fishing shop. Working careers took him 
around the country until he settled in New Mexico. He’s now at the point that he cannot fish 
any longer, so he is sharing his knowledge. 

PreparaLon for and Handling of Large Trout 
by Wes Bigney 

“It is an ill wind that blows no one good.” 

Consider the stay home curfew we are all living by.  Every month that we have to 
stay home the fish grow another inch.  By fall the fish stocked in March will be “braggin’ 
sized.” 

Reel Drag 

Fly reels were made to hold line since working a fly required loose line to be able to drop 
a fly at various points.  CasTng requires slipping line off the reel to feed a cast.  Reels 
tend to overrun and build loose wraps on the spool and overlaps can lock up the spool 
like any backlash.  In order to stop overlaps reel makers installed a click to keep the spool 
from over running.  The click equates to a drag if the fish is taking line off a reel.  The use 
of the click and your fingers is all that is required to control a large fish.  Large fish “break 
off” when too much drag is applied and the fish is allowed “straight pulls”. 

New reels have a mechanical drag added to them which gives the idea that bigger fish 
should be applied more drag.  This only works if you have heavy leader and generally if 
you are trout fishing you are using light leader.  See secTon on Line Management for a 
way to play a large fish using your fingers for drag. 

If you have fished the San Juan and landed a fish over 17 inches you have seen several 
midges size 20 embedded in the area around the fish’s mouth with no leader a#ached. 
This means the fish has broken that many Tmes from a fisherman who had his reel drag 
set too Tght.  Also, no leader hanging off the flies means the leader broke at the knot.  
Knots weaken the leader. 
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A good test is to Te the fly and hold it with a pair of pliers.  Then set up a straight pull 
against the reel and reel drag.  If something breaks, the drag is too Tght and should be 
loosened so line will come off the reel.  The reel drag should be set low enough that the 
leader is strong enough to take line off the reel without breaking.  Light leader, light drag 
– heavy leader, heavy drag.  The rod is pre#y much a shock absorber between the fish 
and the reel. 

Stripping 

Strips are generally small pieces of any material.  When we are on the water and cast out 
a fly we generally pull in the fly in small moves, strips, so it will appear to be alive.  Fish 
generally want live food. (When we keep stripping a fly, we wind up with a hand full of 
line and we cannot keep pulling a fly to make it look alive.)  There are 2 ways we can get 
rid of this excess line.  One is to drop the line at your feet, the other is to coil the line in 
your leh hand. 

Try this: having cast your fly out you move the incoming line from the stripper guide 
down along the rod to your right middle finger and hook the line around that finger.  
Then use the leh thumb and finger to pick up the line.  You use the leh hand to pull line 
through the rod guides.  Aher you have moved your leh hand back to the leh as far as is 
comfortable, you bring your leh hand forward forming a coil in the leh hand.  You 
conTnue these moves making more coils of line to hang in your leh hand.  This is called 
stripping. 

Now to recast the line you close your right middle finger so the line won’t slip through 
the guides.  You keep the RMF closed unTl you make the back cast and come forward.  
You loosen the grip in your leh hand so the forward movement of your line will pull the 
coils off your leh hand and let them slide through the guides.  Aher the line reaches out 
and lands on the water, you’re ready to start stripping again.  The RMF closes to keep the 
line from slipping through the guides unTl the line is moving forward through the air.  
PracTce stripping and line handling on the lawn so the moves will come easily on the 
water. 

The fisherman and his equipment should be ready for the big fish strike every 
moment the line is in the water. 
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SOUTH SOUND FLY FISHERS – 2021 Officers, Directors, Chairs 
President: Randy Allen randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

Vice President: Gene Rivers acu4pets@hotmail.com 

Secretary: Lee Yeager yeagerflyfish@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Jim Maus jimmaus@comcast.net 

Past President: Gene Rivers acu4pets@hotmail.com  

Conservation: Don Freeman donfreeman74@gmail.com 

Education: Randy Allen  randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

Fundraising:  Vacant 

Membership: Randy Allen randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

Outings Chair:  the Board of Directors 

Programs: Gene Rivers   acu4pets@hotmail.com 

Webmaster/Social Media:  Vic Andrade hp8202va@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor: Jeff Miller  jmill2003@gmail.com 

Director at Large and WSCFFI Representative: Mike Clancy  mtclancy39@comcast.net 

Director at Large, Kevin Angevine grcaulder777@gmail.com 

Club Meetings are conducted by Zoom at 7:00pm the third Tuesday of every month except August and 
December. Zoom is open at 6:45 if you want to visit and talk fly fishing. 

Board of Directors Zoom meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month starting at 7:00 pm.  

During the COVID-19 pandemic and until further notice, all scheduled meetings are conducted on-line. 
The North Olympia Fire Department is closed to meetings until further notice.  

The meeting announcement and meeting Zoom code are sent to members and friends about a day 
ahead of the meeting by email. Website: southsoundflyfishers.org 

USPS Mail Address:  SSFF, PO BOX 2792, Olympia WA 98507 

SSFF Garden Hackle Newsletter 
© June 2021 

16

mailto:randyandcarol2@gmail.com
mailto:acu4pets@hotmail.com
mailto:acu4pets@hotmail.com
mailto:donfreeman74@gmail.com
mailto:randyandcarol2@gmail.com
mailto:randyandcarol2@gmail.com
mailto:acu4pets@hotmail.com
mailto:hp8202va@gmail.com
mailto:mtclancy39@comcast.net

